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MEETING MINUTES 

Saskatchewan River Sturgeon Management Board 

November 28th, 2019 

McIntosh Mall, SK – Boardroom 3.2 

10:00 am to 3:00 pm  

 

 

In attendance  

Floyd George,  Chemawawin Cree Nation Commercial Fishermen’s Co-op 

Russel Chartier, Chemawawin Cree Nation 

Rebecca Eberts, Saskatchewan Ministry of Environment 

Irvin Constant, Opaskwayak Commercial Fishermen’s Co-op 

Marcy Bast,  SaskPower 

Gary Carriere, Cumberland House Fishermen’s Co-op 

Ryan Carriere, Mètis Nation Saskatchewan  

John Carriere, Cumberland House Fishermen’s Co-op 

William Chaboyer,  Cumberland House Fishermen’s Co-op 

Diane Ballantyne, Opaskwayak Cree Nation 

Devin Ballantyne, Misipawistic Cree Nation 

Stephanie Backhouse, Manitoba Hydro 

Matt Martens, Department of Fisheries and Oceans (Canada) 

Ian Kitch, Manitoba Sustainable Development  

 

1. Opening prayer – Irvin Constant 

 

2. Introduction of members – Everyone  

 

3. Additions or changes to agenda 

 

- Addition of a round table to the end of the agenda to address other topics that may come 

up during the day (Rebecca) 

- Addition of discussion about funding opportunities to the round table discussion (Marcy) 

- Discussion on potential channel clearing / dredging projects to add to round table discussion 

and funding discussion (Gary) 

 

4. Review of action times from last meeting  

 Action:  Stephanie to prepare an abstract for the North American Sturgeon and Paddlefish 

Conference. Result: Completed.  

 Action: To include AIS updates on next agenda. Result: AIS updates included on this agenda 

from both SK and MB.  
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 Action: To explore opportunities to have OCN members staff AIS monitoring stations. Result: 

Did not happen this season but still open for future discussions on how to make this happen 

next season (Ian).  

 Action: Stephanie was to look at including Cedar Lake in the netting program. Result: 

Funding is likely available, need a plan from Ian to determine budget and approach 

(Stephanie and Ian).  

 Action: Marcy to check if WSA & DFO would attend next meeting. Result: DFO in attendance 

this year (Matt Martens) but WSA still not planning on being involved. 

 Action: Ian and Marcy to provide more details on honorariums. Result: Able to do 

honorariums with this group (Marcy). They will be $200 for full day, $100 for partial day for 

people who aren’t staffed to attend. Stephanie will send Diane this information so Diane can 

explain to her financing group.  

 Action: Ian to invite additional communities to participate. Result: This initiative was 

successful with members of MCN and CCN in attendance, and additional members from CH 

(see attendance list).  

ACTION – add discussion about AFSAR funding to the spring meeting as deadlines are early December, 

and it is too late to make happen at this meeting.  

5. Overview of SRSMB – Ian 

 Full presentation circulated via email on Nov. 29th  

Discussion 

 Representatives in presentation will be updated to include new members.   

 Reminder to send in any good pictures so the presentations can be updated.  

 Stocking  

o Discussion on stocking vs. supplemental stocking. Gary expressed concern about 

supplemental stocking and potential negative impacts instead of positive impacts. 

Saskatchewan no longer has a sturgeon stocking program and does not have plans 

to stock sturgeon at this time (Rebecca). 

o Irvin indicated that most important environmental factor affecting sturgeon is flow, 

and that sturgeon need fast water and eddies.  

o Gary expressed concern in not expanding monitoring or collaboration to Alberta 

groups.  

ACTION- Gary suggests that members from Alberta sturgeon management should be included in this 

board as members. Action to look for published literature on recent work in Alberta. Marcy will look into 

whether there are other boards in Alberta that we can reach out to.  

 Gary suggests a presentation from GOS/ WSA on expected irrigation and water use plans. 

Rebecca indicated that the Saskatchewan growth plan is out and contains some information 

on future industry/resource use expansion: 

o Executive summary of growth plan (short version): 

https://pubsaskdev.blob.core.windows.net/pubsask-

prod/114548/Saskatchewan%2527s%252BGrowth%252BPlan%252BExecutive%252

BSummary.pdf 

https://pubsaskdev.blob.core.windows.net/pubsask-prod/114548/Saskatchewan%2527s%252BGrowth%252BPlan%252BExecutive%252BSummary.pdf
https://pubsaskdev.blob.core.windows.net/pubsask-prod/114548/Saskatchewan%2527s%252BGrowth%252BPlan%252BExecutive%252BSummary.pdf
https://pubsaskdev.blob.core.windows.net/pubsask-prod/114548/Saskatchewan%2527s%252BGrowth%252BPlan%252BExecutive%252BSummary.pdf
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o Full report: https://pubsaskdev.blob.core.windows.net/pubsask-

prod/114516/Saskatchewan%2527s%252BGrowth%252BPlan%252BFinal%252BNov

%252B13%252B2019.pdf 

 

ACTION: To look into having a SRSMB field trip to Cumberland. Action to discuss opportunities at the 

next spring meeting before the field season (Everyone).  

 Education & communication  

o Diane suggests Ron do some classroom presentations / activities using the SRSMB 

education materials. Stephanie reminded everyone that board materials are 

available for anyone to use for education activities. 

ACTION:  Ian will discuss classroom presentations with Ron and see if this is something he will continue 

doing.  

 Monitoring 

o Gary, John, and William expressed concern that juvenile net locations are not in 

juvenile habitat and friction between NSC and CH fishermen during monitoring. 

o John mentioned that shortening existing nets may help sample the river more 

effectively. 

o Gary expressed interest in adding net locations in Cumberland Lake, and doing the 

fishing in the spring instead of fall (to be discussed at spring meeting).  

ACTION: Marcy to discuss juvenile net locations with NSC. However, this may be resolved if CH takes 

over the juvenile netting entirely next season. 

6. Summaries of 2019 juvenile fishing program  

 Marcy explained the addition of juvenile monitoring to the SRSMB monitoring program for 

new members and that we have completed 3 cycles of this work to date. 

  The intent of this work is to have communities take ownership of the program. This year a 

consultant assisted in SK work, but 2021 should not require one.  

 Sask. 2019 juvenile summary (Marcy) 

o Marcy provided a handout summarizing the 2019 netting.  

o Fishing occurred in September with William and Howard participating. It was very 

warm.  

o 19 sites were fished. 168 fish were captured, along with other fish species. 

o John & Rebecca suggested high water in 2013 may have had residual benefits to 

2014, which may explain the cohort success in 2014 (higher than others) 

o Rebecca noted it will be interesting to see if this 2014 cohort continues, as the 

sample size in 2019 is very small.  

o John commented on having more scientific thought into the netting, and faster 

results from consultants.  

 

 Manitoba 2019 (Ian / Marcy) 

o Summary included in presentation circulated on Nov. 29th.  

o Manitoba worked with OCN this year 

https://pubsaskdev.blob.core.windows.net/pubsask-prod/114516/Saskatchewan%2527s%252BGrowth%252BPlan%252BFinal%252BNov%252B13%252B2019.pdf
https://pubsaskdev.blob.core.windows.net/pubsask-prod/114516/Saskatchewan%2527s%252BGrowth%252BPlan%252BFinal%252BNov%252B13%252B2019.pdf
https://pubsaskdev.blob.core.windows.net/pubsask-prod/114516/Saskatchewan%2527s%252BGrowth%252BPlan%252BFinal%252BNov%252B13%252B2019.pdf
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o Completed in early October, much colder than Sk. season. 4 nets were not done due 

to weather. 

o Caught 57 sturgeon, only 1 recapture 

o 51% were juveniles and 49% were sub-adults 

 

 Stephanie explained that Pat from NSC has a request to use data from a small sample of 

females to be used for COSEWIC sturgeon status evaluation, and in a published peer review 

paper. A round table was conducted to determine support for this request.  

o Gary supports the request because it would contribute to sturgeon conservation, 

which is an objective of the board. 

o John does not support this request due to previous issues working with NSC that 

need to be resolved.  

o Diane supports this request, but reiterated the need to address the other issues 

brought up with NSC.  

o Irvin is unfamiliar with NSC. 

o William reiterated concerns with NSC net locations but is okay with them publishing 

the data. 

o Ryan asked for clarification on NSC roles in the sampling. Marcy explained.  

o Consensus - NSC does not use the data until we have further conversations.  

 

*Agenda change to discuss funding options before Gary leaves* 

7. Funding discussion  

 AFSAR  

o Going to add to a discussion in the spring (see earlier action).  

o Matt indicated Lake Sturgeon are still eligible for studies even though they are not a 

SAR. Matt suggests studies that identify critical habitat could be palatable for this 

type of funding. Matt has a contact for this funding (Melanie Toyne, 

Melanie.Toyne@dfo-mpo.gc.ca).  

o OCN does not have any projects for AFSAR yet but would like them to consider this.  

o Ryan thinks CH should consider this for next year, and agrees that juvenile habitat 

would be a good idea.  

o John would like to see water level monitoring on the lake.  

o Marcy – some of these ideas are likely going to be dealt through the authorization 

process with DFO. Deferring further discussion until the spring meeting. 

 IHPP (Indigenous Habitat Participation Program) 

o Deadline is likely at the end of fiscal.  

o Gary – would like to see an assessment done on the old channel so that further 

work can be prefaced.  

ACTION: Matt will provide more information on IHPP funding at the spring meeting.  

ACTION: Gary to speak to Wendy Whyte (DFO) on potential IHPP funding for this project and report 

back at spring meeting.  

mailto:Melanie.Toyne@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
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 Channel clearing project discussion (lead by Gary and Marcy) 

o  The delta has various areas clogged with debris which is preventing access for 

people and fish.  

o 2 years ago CH fishermen applied for HSP funding to do this, but had to defer due to 

the timing of funding. When they re-applied last year they were unfortunately 

denied.  

o SaskPower decided they would try to take on this project. To preface this SP did an 

evaluation of the project, to show that there will be a beneficial impact. The report 

for this is nearly ready. SP will be submitting to DFO to evaluate for their support.  

o John expressed desire for local people to be able to do the majority of the work on 

this project. Also, that engineers be evaluated closely, and that knowledge keepers 

have a lot of information on this channel and historical dredging.  

 

8. AIS update 

 

 SK AIS update – Jeri Geiger (Saskatchewan AIS program) 

o A summary will be circulated via email.  

 Jeri will provide a summary of her presentation (copy pasted below) 

 Education and awareness continues to be a huge part of the program (variety of 
different media and species) 

 Watercraft inspection program: 
o Similar total inspection numbers to last year, but 4x the number of 

decontaminations required 
o New watercraft inspection station opened on Highway 1 and MB border 
o Road blocks (with conservation officers) took place at Creighton, Hudson Bay 

and on Highway 10 at the MB border 
o First AIS related summary offence ticket issued this year for transporting a boat 

without removing the plug 
o 8 dedicated watercraft inspectors in Estevan, Moosomin, Duck Mountain, 

Regina, and Swift Current 
o Additional decontamination units located in Nipawin and North Battleford. 
o Conservation officers (Full-time, seasonal and park rangers), fisheries staff, 
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o Lake Winnipeg system – fast movement of zebra mussels heading north, with some 

found outside of Grand Rapids this summer.  

o Nelson River – first detection of veligers and adults this summer, found as far as 

Limestone GS.  

o MB has a public update: https://www.gov.mb.ca/sd/pubs/invasive-

species/expansion_nelsonriver.pdf 

 

9. Codette fisheries survey – Sask MOE (Rebecca) 

 14 sturgeon caught, mostly in riverine area  

 Sized ranged from ~30 cm to 135 cm.  

 High species diversity in this reservoir, with more mooneye caught than Goldeye.  

 

 

 

10. Round table  

 Russel – Reiterated concerns with relationships with NSC.  Indicated that Sheldon will be 

attending next meeting in Flin Flon if possible.  

 Floyd – noted they catch most juvenile sturgeon in Cedar Lake in the spring. 

 John – Happy to see people from the Cedar Lake area attend the meeting and bring their 

knowledge. Some concern about doing monitoring in the spring due to overlap with 

commercial fishermen. Also noted that more and more people from the communities are 

interested in pursuing biology, and would like the board to encourage this further if we can. 

Would like to see more youth involved in the fishery. Lastly noted that commercial 

fishermen often catch lots of juvenile sturgeon in June. 

 Devin – Thankful for the opportunity to be at this meeting.  Identified overlap between what 

the board is doing and what MCN wants to do so looks forward to continued participation.  

 Ryan – reiterated possibility to apply for funding together. 

 Matt – appreciates the invitation and plans to attend in the spring. 

 

11. Closing prayer –John Carriere 

 

12. Next meeting discussion 

 Flin Flon spring 2020 

 Proposed for April 2nd 2020, everyone to check schedules and notify if there are any issues 

and report back.  

 

https://www.gov.mb.ca/sd/pubs/invasive-species/expansion_nelsonriver.pdf
https://www.gov.mb.ca/sd/pubs/invasive-species/expansion_nelsonriver.pdf

